I % Mandrill

METROPARKS

zoom 0 Scientific Name: Mandrillus sphinx
Class: Mammalia
Order: Primates
Family: Cercopithecidae

SECURING A FUTURE FOR WILDLIFE

Mandrills are large monkeys, walking on four long legs, with males weighing up
to 80 Ibs., although females are typically 25 to 40 Ibs. They have an extremely
short tail. Mandrills have brightly colored bottoms and they are covered with a
dark brown/black coat. The face is unique: at the top are two close-set eyes,
followed by a huge down-cast long nose ending in a covered mouth. In the
male nose is red and bordered by blue patches, and it is reproduced on its
buttock. This monkey forages in groups ranging from 10 to as many as 90
individuals. Their day is spent finding food. While they are primarily terrestrial,
they often use trees to sleep at night. They have a dominance hierarchy with

old, large males at the top defending the group from other animals. Males
defend the higher ranking females more fiercely than other females in the

group.

Range
Equatorial West Africa from southern Cameroon

Habitat
Tropical rainforests, but extending into secondary deciduous forests

Gestation
Approximately 6 months

Litter
Normally one; very rarely two

Behavior

The mandrill forages in groups ranging from 10 to as many as 90 individuals. Their day is spent finding food.
While they are primarily terrestrial, they often use trees to sleep at night. They have a dominance hierarchy with
old, large males at the top defending the group from other animals. Males defend the higher-ranking females
more fiercely than other females in the group.

Reproduction

Female mandrills become reproductively available at approximately 3 years old, while males do not appear to
reproduce until they are closer to 10 years of age. Females cycle approximately every 35 days. Gestation is
approximately 175 days and females typically produce an offspring every 19 months.

Wild Diet
Omnivorous roots, tubers, fruit, insects, worms, frogs, snakes, small mammals, etc.



