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SECURING A FUTURE FOR WILDLIFE Scientific Name: Podocnemis unifilis

Class: Reptilia
Order: Testudines
Family: Podocnemididae

The Yellow-Spotted Amazon River Turtle has a slightly domed carapace,
broadest in the middle with a trace of a medial keel which may reach 15" in
the female (record length is 27"). The carapace is olive to dark gray or brown.
The yellow plastron and bridge may develop dark blotches with age. The
elongated head has a protruding snout and is gray to olive or brown with
prominent yellow spots on each side. There is a barbel on the chin of most,
but those found in Amazonia may have two. The jaws are dark brown or black

and the chin has a transverse yellow bar with a yellow spot below each corner

of the mouth. Juvenile carapace is brown to greenish gray with a narrow
yellow border and an obvious medial keel. This turtle belongs to the suborder of turtles called "side necks". This means
that instead of pulling the head back into the shell they lay their head sideways into a groove between the carapace and
plastron and next to a front foot. Females tend to be much larger (sometimes almost twice as large) in size with a short
tail, a light buff or brown head and black eyes. The males retain the yellow spotted head and have greenish eyes.

Range
The range of the Yellow-Spotted Amazon River Turtle is the Caribbean drainages of Guianas, Venezuela, and Columbia,
and the upper tributaries of the Amazon in Columbia, Ecuador, Peru, northern Bolivia, southern Venezuela and Brazil.

Habitat
Yellow-Spotted Amazon River Turtles inhabit lakes, ponds, flood plain pools, swamps, lagoons and oxbows along major
rivers.

Gestation
unknown

Litter
15-25 eggs

Behavior
The Yellow-Spotted Amazon River Turtle is primarily an aquatic turtle. Because it is a side-neck, the head and neck
remain vulnerable to predation which would be almost impossible to avoid on land.

Reproduction

Breeding season for Yellow-Spotted Amazon River Turtles varies depending upon the locale, but usually lasts
approximately two months. The nests are dug by solitary females in various types of soil, sometimes at great distances
from water. There are probably two clutches per season. Hatchlings are about 1.7"

Wild Diet
Greens, leaves and grasses.



